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Nepalese see Israel  
as source of inspiration

BRIEFS

Evy Lipp People of the Book
Cultural Event

Wednesday, February 17, 2016

SAVE THE DATES FOR  
NEXT SEASON’S  

TWO BIG EVENTS:

*   *   *   *   *

Federation’s Annual  
Community Celebration

Saturday, January 16, 2016

Israel Scouts rock Naples 
By Ted Epstein

The Israel Scouts rocked the house 
at Temple Shalom on Tuesday 
evening, June 9. The ten exuber-

ant teenagers of Caravan Agur sang and 
danced to Israeli and American songs, 
often including several of the audience 
members in their performance.

The Scouts then spent the night and 
early Wednesday morning with their 
local host families.

To conclude their visit to Naples, 
the Scouts engaged, entertained and 
educated the kids at Temple Shalom’s 
Camp Shalom and Camp Einstein. 

The mission of the Israel Scouts 
is more than entertainment. They also 
strengthen relationships between Israel 
and North American Jewry, especially 
with American youth.

After their 12-week summer tour 
across the Southeastern United States, 
the Scouts return to Israel and enter their 
senior year in high school. Following 
graduation next spring, they begin their 
mandatory service in the Israel Defense 
Forces – three years for the men, and 
two years for the women. Several Scouts 
said they wanted long-term military 

careers, but most planned on traveling 
when they completed their military 
service. Enrollments in Israeli universi-
ties begin when the Scouts return home  
from their travels.

The Jewish Federation of Collier 
County, which sponsored the Scouts’ 
visit to Naples this year, thanks the 
following organizations and peo-
ple who helped facilitate the visit, 
performance and camp adventure: 
Temple Shalom; Victor Lucas, the 
temple’s building manager; Seyla  
Cohen, the temple’s preschool director; 
Camp Shalom and Camp Einstein; and  
the host families for the Scouts –  
Michal & Mordechai Wiesler, Tikva & 
Dr. Louis Wasserman, Yifat & Motti 
Tadmor,  Lorel Martens, Jay & Stuart 
Kaye, Sheryl & Brett Cohan, and all  
the host families’ kids. 

The Federation plans to bring next 
year’s Israel Scouts representatives to 
Naples for two or three full days, with 
numerous performances and engage-
ment events with several organizations 
in the community.

Look for more  
Israel Scouts photos  

on pages 18, 19 & 24.

EIGHT NATIONS 
LEARN ABOUT ISRAELI 
SUCCESSES IN ANTI-
ROCKET DEFENSE
Israel recently hosted a three-day, 
closed-door conference attended by 
eight top NATO air defense command-
ers and senior staff, said Israel Air 
Force Brig. Gen. Shachar Shohat, com-
mander of Israel’s air defense forces.

Countries represented included 
Canada, Germany, Greece, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Poland, the UK and the 
U.S.

They were briefed on Israel’s air 
defense activities in last summer’s 
Gaza war, when Iron Dome anti-rocket 
batteries had an interception rate of 
nearly 90%.

“Our achievements in Operation 
Protective Edge sparked keen interest 
around the world, and people wanted 
to come here to hear our experiences 
and exchange data at the professional 
level,” Shohat said. (Barbara Opall-
Rome, Defense News)

more briefs on page 20
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Israel Scouts rock Naples 
Photos courtesy Ted Epstein
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View more than 100 photos from the Israel Scouts’ visit:

 Î On the Federation’s Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/JewishFederationofCollierCounty

 Î On the Federation’s website:  
www.jewishnaples.org/major-events/israel-scouts-2015
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By Lindsay Roth
My life-changing Birthright trip Naples BBYO update

Temple Shalom camp update
By Seyla Cohen, Preschool Director

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationofCollierCounty

Like us on Facebook!

It has been an incredible spring term 
for the ladies of Sababa BBG #2552 
and Aleph’s of Negev AZA #2560. 

The Jewish teen-led youth movement 
in Naples is proudly 45 members strong 
and has had yet another successful pro-
gramming year. The term came to an end 
as we said good-bye to our seniors at the 
first ever City Convention Overnight.

Congratulations to the newly elect-
ed Naples BBYO Executive Board for 
the Fall 2016 Term of Sababa BBG and 
Negev AZA: Sara Klausner (President), 
Rachel Waltzer (VP of Programming), 
Saige Feldman (VP of Membership), 
Brooke Jaffe (Secretary), Hannah 
Castro (VP of Jewish Heritage), Jason 
Randall (President), Zachary Tretter 
(VP of Programming), Zachary Schil-
ler (VP of Membership), Jacob Klein 
(Secretary) and Eli Melnick (VP of 
Jewish Heritage). 

This summer I attended Birthright 
with the University of Florida 
Hillel. By far, it was the best 

experience I have ever had. I have been 
to Israel with my family after my Bat 
Mitzvah, but this trip was completely 
different. 

My group was very lucky that our 
tour guide was amazing and extremely 
knowledgeable. She took us to places 
that not every group got to experience. 
She had so many connections with the 
locals that we were able to connect with 
the people and life in Israel by celebrat-
ing Shabbat with a family that made 
Aliyah to Israel, and visiting a hidden 
springs in Jerusalem. 

One of the highlights of my trip was 
going to the Bedouin tents where I rode 
a camel, ate a traditional Bedouin din-
ner, where we sat on the floor and were 
served food, and slept in a tent. It was 
fun seeing 10 other Birthright groups 

there and talking to the participants.
Another highlight was traveling 

for a week with seven Israeli soldiers. 
Hearing what they had to say about last 
year’s war and about their life struggles 
was touching. It was interesting to hear 
that a few of the soldiers are very ner-
vous to be a part of the IDF. However, 
they were all very interested in America 
and many of them have traveled here 
before and knew many Florida cities.

When we went to Mount Herzl, all 
of the soldiers were affected by being 
there because some of their friends had 
sadly been buried there. At the cem-
etery, we saw two graves dedicated to 
two boys who died after deciding to 
join the IDF after their Birthright trip. 
I got very emotional when I watched  
the soldiers sing the “Hatikvah” in front 

of the graves.
I loved seeing how the soldiers 

dressed – they were very modern like 
American teens, and all had Ray Bans.

I have kept in touch with one of the 
soldiers. I love hearing about how he 
carries on with his day. He does normal 
teenage stuff when he gets back from his 
base each night. 

After the soldiers left, I had a chance 
to reflect on what they taught me. I real-
ize that in America, the military fights 
for the country, but in Israel, the IDF 
fights for much more than just for Israel. 
They fight for the Jewish religion, and 
that really touched me. Israel’s Jewish 
pride is so inspiring. 

I definitely feel more connected 
with my Judaism, and want to start 
honoring Shabbat and attending Hillel 

more often.
One of the most important things I 

got out of this trip is my connection to 
my sorority sisters. Since I am in a Jew-
ish sorority, Alpha Epsilon Phi, I already 
thought I shared a Jewish connection 
with them. However, I went on this trip 
with nine girls in my pledge class and 
am so glad that for the rest of my life, I 
will have this experience to talk about 
with them.

I have never felt closer to a country 
and its people like I do with Israel, and 
this trip was truly life changing. 

Thank you to the Jewish Federa-
tion of Collier County for sponsoring  
Birthright and making all of this pos-
sible for so many Jewish kids. Thank 
you also for my gift to help enjoy my 
amazing summer of a lifetime!

On Monday, June 8, fabulous 
summer fun officially began at 
both Camp Shalom and Camp 

Einstein. Camp Shalom is a fun-filled 
seven-week summer camp program 
for children ages two through five, and 
Camp Einstein is an outstanding aca-
demic camp for children five through 
eight years old. Both programs have 
been developed with children’s needs 
and interests in mind, offering a wel-
coming place for little ones to come and 
enjoy the hot Naples summer. There’s 
something to peak everyone’s interest. 
Returning campers look forward to 
exciting experiences and new campers 
were surprised by the treat in store for 
them. Each camp offers a new theme 
each week during the program.

Once again, thanks to the Jewish 
Federation of Collier County, we had 
an outstanding visit from the Israel 
Scouts on Wednesday, June 10. The 
campers were so excited to mingle and 
learn from these talented teenage boys 
and girls. It was a real treat for Camp 
Shalom and Camp Einstein to see the 
Scouts in action!

Along with an amazing summer 
camp, preparations for the 2015-2016 
school year are being made. We are 
proud to say that we are opening a fourth 
Pre-K 4 class this year. The demand 
for our outstanding preschool is sensa-
tional! We have waiting lists on some 
of our classes already.

From our preschool family to yours, 
we wish you a wonderful summer.

Lindsay Roth Lindsay with her Birthright group and Israel guide Lindsay with Israel Defense Forces soldiers

The Israel Scouts from Caravan Agur visited Camp Shalom and Camp Einstein for some fun activities

The next issue of the Federation Star  
is the September (High Holidays) issue.
Stay informed throughout the summer!

SIGN UP FOR THE FEDERATION’S  
WEEKLY COMMUNITY eNEWSLETTER!
Get the latest information on upcoming community 

events, important news updates and lots more.

Send an email to info@jewishnaples.org.


